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Clare’s Law – The Domestic Violence Disclosure Scheme (DVDS) 

What is Clare’s Law? 

 This scheme allows members of the public to make formal enquiries 
about an individual that they or someone they know is in a relationship 
with if they are concerned that they may be abusive towards their partner. 

 If there is a record of abusive offences or other risk factors, the police can 
formally consider sharing this information to protect a potential victim.  

 This allows for a potential victim to make an informed decision about 
whether or not they want to continue their relationship and ensures that 
the victim is supported when making that choice. 

 The ‘right to ask’ and the ‘right to know’ 

 Any member of the public has the right to ask about any previous history 
of violence if they are concerned about the potential victim. 

 A potential victim has the right to know if this is the case so that they can 
make an informed decision about how to proceed. 

How do I make an application? 

1. Contact the police by visiting the police station, phoning 101 or speaking 
to a police officer on the street.  
 The police will take your details and information about your 

relationship to the potential victim and why you feel it necessary to 
make an enquiry under the scheme. 

 They will run initial checks to conduct a risk assessment and see if 
there are any immediate concerns and take action if they feel there is 
significant risk. 

 Information will not be disclosed at this stage unless it is necessary for 
the immediate protection of the potential victim. 

 The process can take a maximum of 35 days to complete all the 
necessary checks.  

2. A multi-agency meeting will be held to consider if disclosure is necessary 
to protect the person concerned.  
 They will decide who they will disclose the information to and put a 

safety plan in place to provide the potential victim with any help and 
support they may need once disclosure has taken place. 

3. Disclosure may not be given to you if the police feel that there is someone 
else who is more able to protect the victim. 
 If the police do not feel that there is a need to make a disclosure then 

the police will tell you that.  
 The individual you are asking about may not be known to the police or 

they may not be evidence to indicate that there is risk of harm but they 
may still show worrying behaviour. The police or a supporting agency 
can provide advice and support to do with this. 


